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Welcome to the 2009-2010 
school year! I am 
tremendously proud of the 
way our school year has 
started.  Our students are 
looking very sharp in their 
uniforms, and they are 
working very hard to keep 
their shirts tucked in and 
remain in compliance with 
our dress code policy. 

The safety of our students 
is our number one concern 
here at Wahl-Coates.  
Please be sure that you 
have completed the gold 
permission form that 
indicates those persons 
authorized to pick your 
child up from school.  This 
form, along with others, 
was sent home at the 
beginning of the school 
year.  If you did not receive 
one or have not completed 
one, kindly do so as soon 
as possible so that we can 
be certain that we are 
sending your child home 
with authorized persons 
only.  Do not be offended if 
we ask you for 
identification when you 
pick up your child.  
Understand that we are 
doing this for your child’s 
safety! Additionally, if you 
are dropping off and 
picking up your child, be 
sure to keep your eyes 
open for other students 
and children.  . This is a 
congested area with lots of 
activity, so please be 

mindful and careful.  Take 
your time around the 
circle! 

Our bus riders are also 
doing a great job!  
Continue to caution your 
child to look out for traffic 
and remain vigilant when 
entering and exiting the 
bus.  Especially when 
loading the bus, remind 
your child to wait for it to 
come to a complete stop 
before boarding.  Though 
our busses have bright 
flashing lights and a very 
obvious red stop sign, 
many non-observant 
drivers still do not stop.  
Next week, we will have all 
our children exit the bus 
through the Emergency 
Exit!   A final courtesy 
reminder-- Watch your 
speed in all the school 
zones that border our 
campus as well as others 
around Greenville.  The 

From left: Ms. Tyson, Ms. Gaskins, Mr. Sanderson, Ms. Dixon 

Greenville Police 
Department does an 
excellent job ticketing 
speeders in school zones. 

I would like to also take 
this opportunity to 
welcome Mrs. Lesley 
Tyson to the 
administrative team here 
at Wahl-Coates.  Mrs. 
Tyson is very organized 
and is very busy learning 
our students, staff and 
parents.  We are thrilled to 
have her here, and we 
encourage you to stop in 
the office and welcome 
her to Wahl-Coates.   

Thank you for letting us 
educate your child. 

 

Will Sanderson, principal 

  

 

 
Mrs. Tyson, Assistant Principal & Mr. Sanderson, Principal 
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and they are truly grateful!    

We owe a big “thank you” 
to Jenne Clifford and the 
wonderful volunteers that 
helped add some color to 
our school this summer. It 
looks great! 

If you have already joined 
PTA this year, THANK 
YOU! If you have not, 
please be sure to sign up 
as soon as possible. We 
need each of you to help in 
any way you can. We’ve 
put together a description 
of each committee and 
how volunteers can help. 
There are events during 
the school day, in the 
evenings, on weekends, 

 “Going Green” is all the rage. The fact is, 
it’s also practical and necessary. In that 
spirit, Wahl-Coates PTA is saving paper 
and money by using an electronic 
newsletter.  

The newsletter will be emailed to all PTA 
members with an email address on file. 
The newsletter will also be posted on the 
school website for any parent to view and 
or save. All families will be notified when a 
new newsletter is available and ready to 
view.  

To be added to the email list, please 
contact the PTA. 

If you would like a printed copy of the 
newsletter, a few copies will be available in 
the main office.  

We’ll save over $750 this year by using the 
electronic newsletter. We thank you in 
advance for your support of this worthy 
effort! 
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On behalf of the entire PTA 
Board, welcome back to 
Wahl-Coates! It is always 
so wonderful to see old 
friends and meet new 
ones.  

Each year, your PTA works 
diligently to raise funds that 
stay right here at our 
school. Last year, we 
raised over $14,000 to buy 
books, art and music  
supplies, PE mats, 
classroom tools, reading 
incentives, and school 
beautification materials.  

The teachers cannot thank 
you enough – and neither 
can your children. All of 
your efforts are for them, 

It’s time for our annual Wahl-Coates  
Achieving a Valuable Education  
(WAVE) campaign! With WAVE, our 
school raises funds that benefit every 
student at Wahl-Coates.  We’re able to 
directly fund our Media Center, Art & 
Music programs, PE needs, grade 
level grants, student achievement 
awards, Science Fair, faculty and staff 
appreciation, and school beautification 
projects. 

 

We strive for 100% participation-every 
child that turns in his envelope, with or 
without a donation, receives a prize!  
Your donation is 100% tax deductible 
and the entirety of the donation 
remains at Wahl-Coates.   

 

We hope you will give as generously 
as possible.  We also invite businesses 
and employers to participate, so please 
share our fundraising efforts with them.   

 

and some are only once 
or twice each year.  We 
don’t want to leave 
anyone out – so we’ve 
given you lots of 
opportunities to join us.  

We have a new chair 
position this year – 
Grants. Kellie Williams 
will be researching and 
writing grants to benefit 
our school. Being able to 
state that we have great 
parental support is so 
important to the grants 
process – so please join 
PTA – your membership 
really can make a 
difference.  

Our school is vital to our 

community and it takes 
our community to 
support it. Please be 
sure to check in often 
with your child’s teacher. 
Attend many of our Title 
I information sessions 
and classes. Volunteer.  

We look forward to 
seeing you at school! 

Warm Regards, 

 

Michele Ward 
PTA President  
758-5413 
wardx2@embarqmail.com 
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PTA needs parents and family to volunteer throughout the year. Your PTA membership includes being listed on our 
volunteer list. We hope you can join us as often as possible. Here are descriptions of some of our activities and how you 
can help!  

 

AR Store 

Reading gets you more at the AR 
Store! The Accelerate Reader (AR) 
store is where our students 
“spend” the reading points they 
have earned. Volunteers are need 
to help set up and run the store. 
The AR Store is open for two days, 
during school, at the end of each 
grading period (October, January, 
April, May/June). 

 

Beautification 

Come get your hands dirty on our 
school beautification days. We 
host clean-up and planting days 
one weekend each Fall and 
Spring. This is a great time for the 
whole family to come out and 
support the school. We need help 
with trimming, pruning, planting, 
cleaning, spreading, etc.  

 

 

Book Fair 

Our week-long book 
fair takes place in 
October. We need 
daily volunteers to help 
as classes come to 
shop and more 
volunteers to help on 
“Family Night” – where 
reading and eating 
meet! 

 

Shop & Share 

Everyone 
can help 
with Shop 
& Share! 
By linking 
your store savings card at local 
grocery stores (Food Lion & Harris 
Teeter) and using our school code 
with vendors such as Land’s End a 
portion of your purchases will be 
donated to our school. We also 
collect Box Tops for Education. 
Just clip out the box tops and send 
them in to your child’s teacher. 
This is a great way to involve 
family and friends in support of our 
school – so start shopping and 
sharing today!  

 

End of Grade (EOG) Testing 
Breakfasts 

A healthy breakfast a great way to 
start the day! Volunteers deliver 
breakfast to classes taking EOG 
tests in May. The test is given over 
a three day period and delivery 
takes less than an hour each day.  

 

Hospitality/Teacher 
Appreciation 

We love our teachers and staff and 
make sure they know it throughout 
the year! The PTA hosts and 
delivers goodies and treats to 
school on special occasions and 
during Teacher Appreciation Week 
in May. These events are 
throughout the year. 

 

Pizza Bingo 

One of our biggest fundraisers of 
the year takes lots of volunteers! 
Held on a week night in the Spring, 
Pizza Bingo brings families to 
school to eat, play, and auction! All 
proceeds go directly to our school! 
We need volunteers to help gather 
auction and raffle items, set-up, 
serve, sell tickets, clean-up, etc. If 
you can only be at Wahl-Coates 
one night, 
this is it!
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Have questions? Want to help?  

Join us for our monthly meeting! 

PTA meets at  

7:00 p.m. the 2 nd Monday  

of each month in the  

Media Center.  
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Wahl-Coates Elementary school was founded on the campus of East 
Carolina Teacher’s College (ECTC), now East Carolina University. 
The “Lab School” was created to provide student teachers a place to 
learn the fine art of teaching. Our official name remains Wahl-Coates 
Laboratory School. In the 1960’s, the school was moved to its current 
5th street location. 

In honor of our ties to ECU, our school colors and mascot reflect the 
local Pirate tradition. Wally, our school mascot, is often seen around 
our campus on doubloons, riding the WAVE, and searching out the 
best in each of our students.  

Wally, the Wahl-Coates Pirate. 
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